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Abstract :

The social sciences, which include subjects like sociology and economics, need good
access to information, careful analysis, and responsible handling of data. This paper explains
that Library and Information Science (LIS) education is very important for preparing
professionals with the knowledge and skills needed to help social science research. It looks at
how LIS programs meet the specific information needs and problems that social scientists
face, creating a supportive environment for careful and meaningful social research.
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Introduction :

The social sciences study how people behave, live together, and create culture. This
requires looking at different types of information and using careful methods to understand it.
Social scientists work with many sources, from old records to modern surveys, and they
create and share knowledge based on this information. While social sciences are known for
their careful research methods, the importance of managing and accessing information well is
often overlooked. Library and Information Science (LIS) education teaches more than just
how to use a library; it helps students understand how information works, how people use it,
how to organize it, and the ethics of handling information. It prepares professionals who can
find and manage information, support communication among researchers, and teach others
how to use information effectively. This paper will look at how parts of LIS education—like
understanding information, research methods, managing data, organizing knowledge, and
focusing on users—are essential for social scientists.

Information Literacy and Research Methods :

A key part of library and information science (LIS) education is teaching strong
information literacy skills, which are very important for social scientists. LIS programs
prepare professionals to teach and use effective search techniques on many platforms, such as
special databases (like JSTOR), government data sites, and archives. Social scientists often
study topics that connect different fields, so they need to find less common information,
known as grey literature, that is not in regular reference lists. LIS training focuses on how to

Published in Collaboration with
Central Library, Dhanwate National College, Nagpur
Department of Library & Information Science, R. T. M. Nagpur University, Nagpur
Volume-11 (2025) : Issue-1 (October-2025)




IMPACT FACTOR UPA NATIONAL E-JOURNAL ISSN
5.473(S]JIF) Interdisciplinary Peer-Reviewed Indexed Journal 2455-4375

find information and also how to assess its trustworthiness, bias, timeliness, and relevance.
These skills are crucial when dealing with various social science data, policy papers, or
surveys. Additionally, LIS education includes learning about research methods from an
information viewpoint. This means understanding different types of research designs—Ilike
qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods—and how they affect searching for and
analyzing information. For example, LIS professionals learn to gather and organize
information for systematic reviews and meta-analyses, which are important for combining
existing research and finding gaps in knowledge. Being able to evaluate the quality of a study
based on its reporting and sources is a valuable skill that LIS education develops, helping
them assist social scientists in creating strong evidence-based arguments.

Research Data Management and Curation :

The growing field of big data and open science requires strong research data
management (RDM) practices, especially in social sciences where ethics regarding human
data are very important. Library and Information Science (LIS) education covers RDM well,
helping professionals support social scientists with all stages of data management. This
includes planning how to collect, organize, store, preserve, and share data.

Key areas of LIS Research Data Management curricula include :

FAIR Data Principles : Teach how to make data easy to find, access, share, and reuse. This
is important for repeating studies, combining research, and keeping social science data useful
over time.

Metadata Standards : Teach how to use the right metadata (like DDI and Dublin Core) to
describe social science data so it can be easily found and understood.

Ethical Data Handling : LIS programs focus on the ethical side of managing data,
especially for social scientists who work with sensitive information about people.

Digital Preservation : LIS professionals learn how to keep digital data safe for the long
term, preventing loss and making sure it can be accessed in the future. This is especially
important for social science data that is historically valuable.

By learning these skills, LIS graduates help social scientists create Data Management
Plans, choose the right places to store data, and ensure their research meets funding and
ethical standards, improving the quality and impact of social science research.

Knowledge Organization and Retrieval :

Good knowledge organization is very important in Library and Information Science
(LIS) because it helps people find and use social science information easily.LIS education
teaches how to classify, index, catalog, and summarize information, which is necessary for
managing large amounts of social science literature and data. While traditional library
systems like Dewey Decimal and Library of Congress are taught, LIS programs also help
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students learn about analyzing subjects, using specific terms, and creating lists of related
words for social science topics.

These skills enable LIS professionals to :

Create and use specific keywords that clearly show the details of social science ideas,
making it easier to find information. Organize university archives and digital collections to
help people find faculty papers, theses, and research data more easily. Help build web
technologies that link different social science resources, opening up new ways for researchers
to work together. Guide social scientists on how to organize their research, use tools for
managing references, and present their ideas clearly. Without good organization of
knowledge, a lot of social science research would be hard to access, making it difficult to
build on existing knowledge. Education in Library and Information Science (LIS) is
important for training future information workers about the changing world of scholarly
communication, especially in social sciences.

LIS curricula typically cover :

Open Access (OA),Copyright and Intellectual Property, Research Impact
Metrics(Training in bibliometrics and other tools for assessing the impact of social science
research beyond traditional citation counts), Institutional Repositories and Digital
Publishing(Teaching the management and promotion of institutional repositories and
understanding academic publishing workflows, which help social scientists archive their
work, meet funder mandates, and disseminate findings efficiently)

User-Centered Design and Information Services :

LIS education places a strong emphasis on user-centered design, preparing
professionals to tailor information services to the specific needs of diverse user groups,
including social scientists which include Specialized Liaison Librarianship(LIS programs
train subject specialists who can deeply understand the methodologies, theoretical
frameworks, and information requirements of specific social science disciplines (e.g., a
political science librarian, a demography librarian)), Instructional Design(Developing
effective instructional programs and workshops on topics ranging from advanced database
searching to data visualization, tailored to the unique research stages of social scientists),
Collaboration(Fostering a collaborative approach where LIS professionals work directly with
social science faculty and students as embedded researchers or consultants, providing
expertise on literature reviews, data discovery, and research integrity), Anticipating Needs(
Through user studies and environmental scanning, LIS professionals learn to anticipate
emerging information needs in social sciences, such as the integration of GIS data, qualitative
data analysis software support, or the ethical use of social media data).

This user-centric approach ensures that the support provided by LIS professionals is
not generic but deeply integrated with the actual research practices and challenges of social
scientists, enhancing their productivity and the quality of their scholarship.
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Conclusion :

Library and Information Science (LIS) education teaches the basic knowledge and
skills that make professionals important helpers in social sciences. By focusing on skills like
finding and managing information, organizing knowledge, sharing research findings, and
designing services for users, LIS programs prepare people to assist social scientists
throughout their research. LIS-trained professionals help social scientists to find and assess
different information sources, manage their research data ethically, share their results widely,
and deal with the complex ethical and technical issues in modern research.
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